
  
 

Febeliec represents industrial energy consumers in Belgium. It strives for competitive prices for electricity and natural gas for 
industrial activities in Belgium, and for an increased security of energy supply. Febeliec has as members 5 business associations 

(Chemistry and life sciences, Glass, pulp & paper and cardboard, Mining, Textiles and wood processing, Brick) and 38 companies (Air 
Liquide, Air Products, Aperam, ArcelorMittal, Arlanxeo Belgium, Aurubis Belgium, BASF Antwerpen, Bayer Agriculture, Bekaert, 

Borealis, Brussels Airport Company, Covestro, Dow Belgium, Evonik Antwerpen, Glaxosmithkline Biologicals, Google, Ineos, Infrabel, 
Inovyn Belgium, Kaneka Belgium, Kronos, Lanxess, Nippon Gases Belgium, Nippon Shokubai Europe, NLMK Belgium, Nyrstar 

Belgium, Oleon, Proxiums, Recticel, Sol, Tessenderlo Group, Thy-Marcinelle, Total Petrochemicals & Refining, UCB Pharma, Umicore, 
Unilin, Vynova and Yara). Together they represent over 80% of industrial electricity and natural gas consumption in Belgium and 

some 230.000 industrial jobs. 
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Febeliec answer to the Elia consulta�on on the System Imbalance forecast and evalua�on of its 
publica�on 

 
Febeliec would like to thank Elia for this consulta�on on the System Imbalance (SI) forecast and the evalua�on of its 
publica�on and the extensive work that has been done (although without the underlying datasets and models it is 
difficult to grasp the full extent and scope). Febeliec nevertheless wonders to what extent this work on SI forecas�ng 
will provide added value to the system and the consumers. Febeliec remains in doubt towards the ul�mate goal of these 
forecasts: if the purpose is to make be�er predic�ons regarding intermi�ent produc�on,  Febeliec is not convinced that 
this is the best way forward, as results from the (recent) past are not necessarily the best predictor for the (near) future. 
Rather weather condi�ons and some other parameters might provide a be�er bo�om -up approach towards that end, 
as is currently already being done, as the major other elements impac�ng the system imbalance (in par�cular forced 
outages or cross-border related issues) are random with regard to forecas�ng (when using as input recent historical 
data from the recent �meframe). An outage or cross-border related issue can extend in �me if it has already occurred 
(and thus it might be possible to forecast its dura�on) but the proposed models will not help predict the occurrence of 
such (non-intermi�ent genera�on related) events; even for storm events, the forecast tools apparently handle them 
“compara�vely well”, but whether that would be sufficient to have a real impact on system management remains an 
open ques�on to Febeliec.  
 
In any case, as Febeliec considers the addi�onal benefits for the system opera�on to be ques�onable, Febeliec believes 
that the only value for consumers of a be�er forecast of the SI as proposed by Elia would lie in the fact that less balancing 
capacity would have to be reserved (and paid for by consumers), yet based on the above Febeliec wonders whether 
such objec�ve would be achieved. Moreover, the publica�on of the Elia SI forecast could even lead to adverse effects 
in case all market par�es start using poten�ally erroneous data as input for their models, in the worst case thus even 
poten�ally introducing a new systemic risk component in the system. 


