
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE |  1 Oc tober  2025  

 

The daily allocation of Belgian cross-border 
capacities has successfully switch to a 15-minute 
time unit 
 
BRUSSELS | On 30 September 2025, Single Day-Ahead Coupling (SDAC) successfully transitioned to a 15-

minute granularity for cross-border capacity allocation across Europe. This major upgrade replaces the 

previous hourly resolution and has a direct impact on the Belgian borders, aligning the day-ahead processes 

with the 15-minute resolution already used in intraday trading and imbalance settlement. This change is an 

important step forward for flexibility. It will also better support the integration of renewables and help 

Belgian market players to reduce the risk of imbalance. Belgium will now have 96 separate day-ahead prices 

per day, one for each 15-minute period, instead of the previous 24 hourly prices.  

 

Context 

The European energy market is undergoing a major transformation with the implementation of a 15-minute Market 

Time Unit (MTU) in Single Day-Ahead Coupling (SDAC). This initiative aims to improve market efficiency, better 

integrate renewable energy sources, and improve grid stability across Europe. This development is anchored in the 

European Union's legal framework and obliges all transmission system operators (TSOs) and Power Exchanges 

(Nominated Electricity Market Operators – NEMOs) in EU Member States to adopt this measure to harmonise market 

operations and ensure greater consistency and efficiency for European electricity balancing processes.  

 

Successful implementation  

The successful switch to a 15-minute MTU has occurred on 30 September 2025 with a first delivery date of 1 October 

2025. This change affects all bidding zones and borders included within SDAC (see diagram below). The 

implementation involves significant updates to the European day-ahead market coupling central algorithm, to adapt to 

the new time resolution and ensure the efficient mechanism. Regional and local systems of all TSOs and NEMOs of 

Europe were also upgraded. Elia closely coordinated with the two operational Belgian NEMOs—EPEX Spot and 

Nord Pool—to implement the 15-minute market resolution in Belgium, but also with other TSOs and NEMOs across 

Europe to test systems and adapt operational procedures accordingly. 

 

The advantages of adopting a 15-minute time unit  

This measure will allow for a better integration of intermittent renewable energy sources. This is because finer 

trading granularity allows for more accurate planning and allocation of variable renewable energy, such as wind and 

solar, whose generation level fluctuates on a continuous basis and not with hourly blocks. In addition, it will enhance 

the optimisation of flexibility by enabling both small and large consumers, as well as batteries, to participate more 

efficiently in the day-ahead market. By allowing them to estimate their needs at a 15-minute granularity—rather than 

relying on less suitable hourly values—they can better optimise their positions in response to market signals.  

The change further contributes to network stability. A finer temporal resolution allows for better forecasting and 

balancing of supply and demand, reduces imbalances, and strengthens overall grid reliability. 
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Finally, harmonising the day-ahead market resolution with the 15-minute granularity used in intraday and balancing 

markets will help reduce the frequency deviation phenomena typically observed at fixed hours. These deviations 

are often caused by large generation units attempting to comply with hourly market obligations, creating important 

step changes in their schedules.  

 

How does the SDAC 15-Minute MTU work? 

The SDAC Market Coupling Mechanism integrates national day-ahead electricity markets across Europe (27 

countries) into a single and efficient market. It allocates available capacity between different countries through a 

common algorithm, Euphemia, which determines electricity flows and prices, based on supply and demand. The 

objective is to strike a balance between lowering prices for consumers and ensuring sufficient revenues for 

producers—enabling them to invest in cleaner and more efficient energy sources. Until 30 September 2025, the 

standard market time unit in the SDAC was one hour. The move to a 15-minute MTU means that electricity will 

now be sold, exchanged and scheduled four times per hour. Market participants can now make bids for the purchase 

or sale of electricity every 15-minute time unit. Prices will be calculated separately for each 15-minute period, more 

accurately reflecting supply and demand conditions.  

 

Consistency with balancing markets  

The new mechanism aligns with the reforms of the European balancing market, where imbalance regulations moved 

to a 15-minute resolution. This synchronisation allows deviations from forecasts to be corrected more quickly, which 

improves the reliability of the system. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Corporate Communication 

Marie-Laure Vanwanseele (ENG) | Phone: +32 499 86 51 58 | marielaure.vanwanseele@elia.be 

 

Elia Group SA 

Boulevard de l'Empereur 20 | Keizerslaan 20 | 1000 Brussels | Belgium 

In the interest of society 

As a key player in the energy system, the Elia Group is 

committed to the interests of society. We are responding 

to the rapid increase in renewable energies by 

constantly adapting our transmission network. We also 

ensure that investments are made on time and within 

budget, with a focus on safety. In the delivery of our 

projects, we proactively manage stakeholders by 

establishing two-way communication channels between 

all parties involved very early in the development 

process. We also put our expertise at the service of the 

various players in the sector in order to build the energy 

system of tomorrow. 

 

International orientation 

In addition to its activities as a transmission system 

operator, the Elia Group provides consulting services to 

international customers through its subsidiary Elia Grid 

International. In recent years, the Group has launched 

new unregulated activities such as re.alto–the first 

European marketplace for the exchange of energy data 

via standardised energy APIs–and WindGrid, a 

subsidiary that will continue to develop the Group's 

activities abroad, thus contributing to the development of 

offshore power grids in Europe and beyond. 

 

The legal entity Elia Group is a listed company whose 

main shareholder is NextGrid Holding. 

 

eliagroup.eu 

About Elia Group 

 

One of the top five TSOs in Europe 

The Elia Group is a key player in electricity transmission. 

We ensure that production and consumption are 

balanced 24 hours a day and provide electricity to 30 

million end users. Thanks to our subsidiaries in Belgium 

(Elia) and in northern and eastern Germany (50Hertz), 

we operate 19,741 km of high-voltage connections, 

which places us among the top 5 transmission system 

operators in Europe. With a 99.99% reliability level, we 

provide society with a robust power grid, which is 

important for socio-economic prosperity. We also aspire 

to be a catalyst for a successful energy transition, 

helping to establish a reliable, sustainable, and 

affordable energy system. 

 

We are making the energy transition 

By expanding international high-voltage links and 

integrating ever-increasing amounts of renewable 

energy into our grid, we are promoting both the 

integration of the European energy market and the 

decarbonisation of society. In addition, we continuously 

optimise our operational systems and develop new 

products on the market so that new technologies and 

market players can access our network, thus facilitating 

the energy transition. 


