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No longer any legal proceedings against Stevin highvoltage project
Elia can start works after final confirmation from
Council of State
Elia is pleased to announce that it can probably start implementing the Stevin
project, the purpose of which is to upgrade the high-voltage grid (380 kV)
between Zeebrugge and Zomergem. This planned expansion is critical to the
future electricity supply of Belgium and the coastal region in particular.
Elia reached an agreement with the various private parties and local authorities that had
lodged proceedings against the GRUP (regional land-use plan) for Stevin. The Council of
State was informed of the settlement agreements and took cognisance of the parties’
waiver of claims. The Council of State will take this under consideration and issue its final
decision within a few weeks.
Since there are no longer any legal proceedings pending against the Stevin project and
since the planning and environmental permits for the three high-voltage substations
have already been obtained, work could now start on the project. Kick-off is scheduled
for early 2015. An extensive information campaign will keep local stakeholders posted
about the project and planned works.
“Through extensive talks with local residents and policymakers mutual understanding
emerged that led to balanced solutions for all parties involved. The careful and thorough
implementation of the project will be important for maintaining the trust thus created,”
says Ilse Tant, Chief Corporate Affairs at Elia.
About Stevin
Through the Stevin project, Elia aims to upgrade the Belgian high-voltage (380-kV) grid
between Zeebrugge and Zomergem. This planned extension of the grid is key to
ensuring the future supply of electricity for both Belgium in general and the coastal
region in particular.
Stevin will enable the offshore wind farms to be connected up to the grid, decentralised
power generation capacity to be expanded in the coastal region and an interconnection
to be established with the UK high-voltage grid (for electricity imports and exports),
while also giving a boost to economic development in West and East Flanders in the
years ahead.
The route adopted by the Stevin project, which runs above ground and in some places
also underground through Bruges, Blankenberge, Zuienkerke, Maldegem, Eeklo and
Zomergem, was set out by the Flemish government in July 2012 and included in the
regional land-use plan (GRUP). This followed a positive assessment of the environmental
impact report plan (plan-MER, or plan EIR) investigating the environmental impact of the
project on its immediate surroundings.
On 4 June 2014, the Flemish government granted planning permission for the Stevin
project. An environmental permit was already issued for the three high-voltage
substations (Stevin in Zeebrugge, Gezelle in Lissewege and Van Maerlant in
Vivenkapelle).
About Elia

The Elia Group is organised around two electricity transmission system operators
(TSOs): Elia Transmission in Belgium and (in cooperation with Industry Funds
Management (IFM)) 50Hertz Transmission, one of the four German transmission
system operators, active in the north and east of Germany.
With over 1,900 employees and a grid comprising some 18,300 km of high-voltage
lines serving 30 million end consumers, the Elia Group is one of Europe's top five
TSOs.
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It efficiently, reliably and securely transmits electricity from generators to
distribution system operators and major industrial consumers, while also importing
and exporting electricity from and to neighbouring countries. The Group is a driving
force behind the development of the European electricity market and the
integration of energy generated from renewable sources.
In addition to its TSO activities in Belgium and Germany, the Elia Group offers
businesses a range of consultancy and engineering services through its subsidiary
Elia Grid International (EGI).
The Group operates under the legal entity Elia System Operator, a listed company
whose reference shareholder is municipal holding company Publi-T.
www.elia.be
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